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Hudson’s Gift Shop Is Separated From Other Departments In Store-Within-a-Store Concept 


‘J. L. Hudson Co. Store Opens 


It's Darned Near a Ph 


By PETER F. YOST | 
Journal Staff Writer ` 


. It may not be a phenomenon as the 
„ads have been “teasing” us, but it 
‘comes’ close to that perhaps. The J.L. 
Hudson Co., department store on Miller 
Road in Flint Township is the largest 
retail store in Genesee County, with a 
total of 270,000 square feet. 

It's part of the Genesee Valley Shop- 
ping Center and opened today with a 
grand opening Thursday. 

Tt has more selling floor space than 
any store in Michigan outside metropoli- 
tan Detroit, according to Joseph L. Mid- 


dleton, the store manager. 

The layout of the store's departments 
suggests what Hudson officials describe 
.as a store-within-a-store concept, There 
are more than 200 departments. 


MOST departments are separated 
from each other by paneled walis and 
decor varies from department to depart- 
ment, There are full-line merchandise 
departments, such as women's fashions, 
men’s wear, home furnishings and 
accessories. 


_There are specialties: Pantry and 
wine shops, a delicatessen, a studio of 
inerior design, a garden shop, a sporting 


goods section, an optical department 
and a portrait studio, 

The beauty salon with a staff of eight 
hairstylists, has pink carpeting, crystal 
chandeliers and gold wallpaper, 

The shopping center is a “first” for 
the Hudson’s organization as well as for 
the Flint area. It's Hudson's first ven- 
ture outside metropolitan Detroit. 


SIZE of the store makes diversity 
possible and a large number of services 
available. ` 

Trained repairmen man a shop so 
that anything from a handbag clasp to a 
stopped watch can be fixed. 
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Mod Clothing For Women at Hudson’s Is Displayed In Its Own Arca 


enomenon! 


Customers may order tickets to 
major events in eastern Michigan, 
including sports attractions in Detroit. 

At the service center, Hudson's 
pmployés will dryclean clothes and store 

urs. . 
At a special photo studio old photo- 
graphs will be restored, 

+ Printing services are available. 

A spot check of departments for 
unusual merchandise shows: 

@ A wine bottle shaped like a giraffe 
and covered with leather in the ‘hospi- 
tality* shop. 

@ A wide selection of Irish crystal in 
the china, silver, crystal and gift wares 


First. Sears, Now Hudson's and Soon 56 More 


Store by store, the largest shopping 
complex ever assembled in the Flint area 
— Genesee Valley Shopping Center — is 
opening its doors, 

. The J. L. Hudson. Co. department 
store at the south end of-the center has 
opened, E 

Sears, Roebuck & Co., at the north 

‘end of the’ $25-million center, is already 

. operating. 

The 56 retail stores leasing space on 
the mall between Hudson's and Sears 
are scheduled to open Aug. 3. 


in the development firm, Shopping Cen- 
ters, Inc., of Detroit. Hudson's officials 
masterminded the Flint center. 7 

The Genesee Valley plan first came 
to public attention in October, 1966, 
when Shopping Centers, Inc. purchased 
120 acres on the east side of S, Linden 
bounded by Miller and Lennon roads in 

-Flint Township. 

The site was being studied for its 
potential for a shopping center but there 
was no definite plan. 

In‘June, 1967, a spokesman for Shop- 


- Genesee Valley is being billed as a 
regional retail center. Emphasizing the 
„idea, Hudson's officials several months 
ago conducted a press luncheon for 
newsmen from a 30-mile radius around 
Flint. - 

The Center is a mile west of the I 75- 
Miller Road interchange at the north- 
west corner of Miller and S. Linden 
roads. 

On a recent visit to Flint, Joseph L. 
Hudson Jr., Detroit, president of the 


. department store group, emphasized a 


market regional in scope was to be 
sought. 

Hudson's has spearheaded the shop- 
ping center, It hold controlling interest 


-Pope Promotes Aide 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Paul 
VI elevated the director of the Vatican 
press office, Msgr. Fausto Vallainc, to 
bishop Saturday. 
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ping Centers, Inc. told the Flint Town- 
ship Planning Commission a complex 
could be completed by the middle of 
1970. 

The Flint Township board quickly 
rezoned the 120-acre site from residen- 
tial to commercial and the center was 
on the move. 

Sears and Hudson's negotiated. Sears 
ended up as the north anchor to the cen- 
ter, with its own 25-acre site for 
development of 241,000 square feet of 
store and an auto servicing area adja- 
cent to the main building. 

The Hudson’s-Sears combination has 
been tried before near Pontiac and has 
been successful, Hudson's officials have 
said. Sears opened on May 13. . 

Hired to lease the shopping center's 
space to retailers was Jerry A. O'Neil, a 
Flint businessman. He leased the malt 
space to 90 per cent capacity. 

O'Neil is now a division manager for 
Shopping Centers, Inc, All but one of the 
57 spots along the mall have been 
leased. i 
Some of the larger businesses leasing 
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spots in the center are the F. W. Wool- 
worth Co., Hamady Bros., and Hughes- 
Hatcher Sufrin, a men's clothing 
store, p 

Woolworth's has leased 50,000 square 
feet and Hamady’s and Hughes-Hatcher 
have 20,000 square feet each. 

Initial planning was by Shopping Cen- 
ters, Inc, whose executives allocated 
space for different types of retail busi- 
nesses, , 

The extended strike by members of 
some building trades in the Saginaw 
Valley area has held up construction, 
O'Neil added. 


From Longway Planetarium 


Sunset: 8:13 today. 

Sunrise: 5:08 Wednesday. 

Moonrise: 4:30 p.m. today. 

Moonset: 1:18 a.m. Wednesday. 

Age of moon: 10 days. 

Special sights: A small, bright planetary 
nebula with a bluish disc about eight 
seconds in diameter surrounded by a 
faint glow is a worthwhile sight to 
look for in the constellation of Her- 
cules, It is just inside the west leg 
of the letter H of Hercules, 


Planetarium: No program today. 
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SECOND and HARRISON 


Still, the enjire center will be ready 
for business as scheduled three years 
ago. 

Hudson's, one of the state's oldest 
and best-known retail businesses, became 
part of an $800 million corporation when 
it merged with Dayton Corp. of Min- 
neapolis last year. 

Hudson is vice chairman of Dayton- 
Hudson Corp. Bruce B. Dayton is chair- 
man of the board and chief executive 
officer. 

Hudson's which was founded in 1881, 
had sales and real estate revenues 


. 


department, and china dolls imported - 
from England. 

@ Wrought ‘iron candle holders 
imported from. Spain and Italy in the 
lamp department and woodcarvings 
from Spain. 
~ @In the gifts department, replicas 
of Time magazine covers with mirror 
fronts labeled “Man of the Year;” and 
gift item replicas of Sports Ilustrated 
labeled “Sportsman of the 


@ What appears to be a playpen for 
children in the curtains and drapery 
department but is really a display fix- 
ture loaded with pillows. 

@ Leather carrying cases in the lug- 
gage department, holding empty plastic 
drug bottles for persons who need medi- 
cation. 

@ A bedroom suite in the furniture 
department that includes a telephone 
booth with a chair in it. 

Eating facilities are in several loca- 
ticns. A full-service dining room cater- 
ing to 80 customers and a quick service 
restaurant both are on the second floor, 
A snack bar is on the first floor. 


A HUDSON’S Budget Store, with 
merchandise at reduced prices, is on the 
first floor. 

The unusual nature of the store is 
evident in the casual effect achieved in 
the display of goods. Middleton said: 

“We've done away as much as possi- 
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ble with the practice of simply having 
an abundance of showcases behind 
which merchandise is stored.” 


IN THE GOODIE BARN 


Just Arrived 
HAWAIIAN 
GIFT SHOP 


estimated at $372 milion before last 
year's merger. ~ YOST 


Jacob Waldo III; 
His Arraignment 


Delayed to Aug. 3. 


Arraignment on five perjury 
charges of Jacob M, Waldo, 68, 
a Flint businessman and famil- 


4 The b a 
iar figure at City Hall, was the Goede Tara. "Git cer from bofore yore ever 1a "RAI 
postponed Monday: in Circuit Tor Orlent and Good Ola. Japan: Sone teen 
Court when Waras attorney Sea shoin Dishwore, “Fombee Bordan Fianrines ond Gres 
reported him too ill to appear. pre knows. what else, If youve never been to Hewall, | 481 
Ivor R. Jones told Judge Come te the Goodie Born ond see Homoli ef (ty bert Reg. 
John W. Baker that Waldo was and ct iis cheapest. . 
seriously ill at home at 6529 o 1x8 $ 
Dalton Dr., Mt. Morris Town- EVERYTHING 50 A OFF be 


ship. He said Waldo has a dia- 
betic condition and is under 
doctor’s orders to stay at 
home. 

Judge Baker rescheduled the 
arraignment for Aug. 3. Wal- 
do’s bond of $25,000 was con- 
tinued. 

Waldo is accused of “know- 
ingly and willfully” giving false 
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